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Prates L.—III.

Some time back Mr. Wood-Mason, on his return to India
from this country, forwarded to me a small bottle con-
taining about a dozen diminutive figs of Iieus Indica,
which he had gathered in the Botanical Gardens at
Calcutta on the 15th of May, accompanied by a glass
tube wherein he had also plunged numerous minute
insects which he had found in some of the same figs.
Many of these figs, as he observed, had a large hole at
the apex, made, as he conceived, by an obese grub,
whereof specimens were also sent, one of these being
found “in almost every receptacle.” Such apertures,
however, are usually effected by the inmates as the
ordinary means of egress; and the presence of these
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apod grubs, which could not have operated from without,
would seem to be rather attributable to some later
intruder having penetrated by such orifice into the fig to
deposit her ova. In many instances the winged species
of the fig-insects ““issued from the mouth of the recep-
tacle in a cloud the moment they felt the pressure exerted
in pulling off the fig,” which explains the absence of
some of the sexes; although others, in a less advanced
stage of development, were arrested when in the act of
emerging from the seed-vessels wherein they had been
nurtured. A large number of apterous individuals of
different species, among which some approximating to
those fancifully designated by Walker as “a working
class ” or ‘“neuters ?,” pervaded the interior of these
figs, many of these being more or less mutilated, and,
as Mr. Wood-Mason remarks, ‘“even the tips of the
mandibles are often found bitten off.” A similar result
has been noticed in the males of Sycoplaga, which never
quit the fig, but are found dead within before the females
are ready to emerge from the seed-vessels, impregnation
having apparently been effected, as in Blastophaga, while
they are still retained within the pericarp, after which
period the females would seem to be unapproachable by
these blind rovers. One of these male Blastophage,
penetrating a seed-vessel containing the female, has been
recently figured by Prof. Westwood in our ‘ Transactions’
(1882, pl. 1v., fig. 31); and in the ‘ Proceedings’ of the
Holmesdale Natural History Club of Reigate and Red
Hill for 1880 (p. 48), presented to our Library, I have
recorded some further observations thiereon ; but in the
Australian species, hereinafter adverted to, fecundation
is not limited to this early period (vide diagnosin).

The germ-feeders found in the Ficus Indica essentially
differ from those of the European fauna, the serrate
mandibular appendages of the female being of a more
complex and elaborate character; the 11-serrate spatu-
late process attaclied to the base of the mandibles having
also a rigid exarticulate lobe laterally appended thereto
and free beyond its basal attachment, extending to about
three-fourthis of the length of the former, furnished with
seven stout elongate teeth, as shown in Plate I., figs.
10 to 13. The antenng in this sex are also very remark-
able, the five terminal joints being distinctly separated
from each other, the 8th to the 11th cyathiform, sur-
rounded by a compact mass of recumbent seta forming
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a coronated apex; the 8th joint is considerably larger
than the rest, which are nearly co-equal with each other,
and the conical 12th is nearly concealed within its over-
lapping garniture. These large ornate joints, together
with the small 5th, 6th, and 7th (the 5th being very
minute) are cerulescent, the four basal joints contrasting
therewith as pale yellow; of these the scape is elongate-
oval, the 2nd joint longer than broad and internally
curvate, the 8rd short and transverse, and the 4th pro-
jecting externally and constituting an acute elongate
spine, the minute 5th joint being inserted at its inner
base. (Plate I., fig. 14).

The veining of the fore wing is also very peculiar, the
ordinary deflexed cubitus being entirely absenf on the
dise, the post-costal vein diverging from the costa and
terminating towards the middle of the anterior margin,
but apart therefrom, in an elongate clava having a beak-
shaped apex, with a hair-like prolongation traceable far
in advance. The posterior margin of the wing is obliquely
deflected in a straight line from the base to about the
middle, beyond which it is delicately fimbriated to the
apex. The disc is smooth, with a series of fine striwe
beyond its centre. The hind wing is subacuminate at
the apex, emarginate behind at its base, with the costa
and post-costal vein forming together a strong arcuate
belt extending to about half the length of the basal
curve, and having an oblique prolongation, less defined,
up to the marginal centre where uniting with the fore
wing by three hooklets.

The head of the female is elongate-oval, with the
usual longitudinal furrow above, and having a prominent
recurvate horn at the base. (Plate I., fig. 5). The
thorax is of the same width as the head and rather
longer ; the fore legs are small, with the femora slightly
distended, short curvate tibie, and long tarsi; the middle
legs are long and slender, and the hind legs have short
femora, broad at the base and narrow at the apex; the
tibiee are very short, narrow at the base, and broadly
truncate at the apex; the tarsi very elongate ; all being
five-jointed. The abdomen is about the same length and
width as the head ; the ovipositor slender and flexible,
about twice the length of the abdomen, and its sheaths,
when apart therefrom, are usually spirally curled.

The apterous male has a small head, rather broader
than long, with black subrotundate maculz in the position
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of the eyes, small trigonate bidentate mandibles, and
short fleshy four-jointed antennz, porrected in front ; the
1st joint small and trigonate, recurved at the base; the
2nd larger and subovate; the B8rd shorter, its basal
moiety contracted and curved; and the terminal joint
oblong, tumid and setose at the apex. It may be
readily distinguished from all others by its elongate,
straight, anterior femora, as long as the prothorax,. and
closely pressed against its sides, with very diminutive
broad crenated tibie, compressed five-jointed tarsi, and
stout claws. The pronotum is very large and scudiform,
the mesonotum short and transverse, and the metanotum
narrower and rounded behind. The middle pair of legs
(which are very long and slender in Blastophaga) are
rather shorter than the others, with the femora sub-
globose, the hind tibie short and straight, and their
tarsi, like those of the posterior pair, having five well-
developed joints nearly equal in length, with moderate
claws and long pulvilli. The coxe and femora of the
hind legs are very robust; the tarsi shorter than the
middle pair, subtrigonate, and very broad at the apex,
obliquely truncate, and armed with several stout spines ;
the claws rather larger than those of the intermediate
tarsi, and internally dilated.

I propose to designate this very remarkable genus and
species by the name of Eupristina masoni, as distinguished
trom all others by the wing-veins, and by the duplex
character of the serrate mandibular appendages in the
female, as well as by the peculiar structure of the fore
legs in the male. The practical application of the
additional lobe attached to the base of the serrate
spatule, furnished with a collateral series of long teeth,
may seem scarcely intelligible, although the action of
the former is sufficiently obvious while the females are
seen working their way out of the pericarps, swaying
their heads to and fro to effect their emancipation. When,
however, the fig is laid open, the seed-vessels, deprived
of their usual moisture, soon assume a pergameneous
consistency, retaining the hapless inmates by the
thoracical region unless fresh moisture be freely applied.
This difficulty may not unfrequently occur in a warm
temperature, when the lateral lobe may be available as
an additional aid to prevent the sides of the aperture
from prematurely closing, and enable the serrate process
to operate more freely and efficaciously by such double
action.



of new Fig-Insects. 5

Evupristing * n. g.

Mas apterus. Caput transverso-ovale. Oculi maculis
subrotundis nigris indicati. Anteune breves, glabre 4-
articulate ; articulo 1mo parvo, subtrigono; 2do triplo
majore, basi latiore externe rotundato ; 3tio brevi, dimidio
basali constricto, curvato ; 4to tumido, ovato, apice setis
brevibus instructo. Mandibiule subtrigon, parve, bi-
dentatee. Palpi obsoleti. Thorax gibbus, capite dimidio
latior ; pronoto magno, scudiformi; mesonoto brevi,
transverso, lateribus rotundatis ; metanoto semicircolari.
Pedes antici femoribus valde elongatis, rectis, lateribus
parallelis, apice truncatis, basi coustrictis, ad pro-
notum proximis longe porrectis; coxis oblongis, latis,
disco compressis, concavis, apice oblique auriculatis,
acutis ; tibiis latis, brevissimis, latere crenatis, apice bi-
lobatis; tarsis parvis, robustis, 5-articulatis, articulis
brevissimis, arctissime conjunctis, unguibus majusculis ;
intermedii femoribus parvvis, inflatis; tibiis brevibus,
curvatis, apice dilatatis, spinosis; tarsis elongatulis, 5-
articulatis, articulis equalibus, tenuibus, unguibus par-
vis ; postict majores, femoribus longioribus, crassioribus;
tibiis subtrigonis, apice externe uncinnatis ; tarsis medi-
ocribus, 5-articulatis, articulis equalibus, unguibus mag-
nis. Abdomen elongatum, segmentis basalibus quatuor
ventricosis, reliquis tribus sepe subtus deflexis vel intus
retractis, tubum elongatum efficientibus; genitalium
apice haud rarius ultra caput subtus porrecto.

Femina alata.  Caput vix longius quam latum, pos-
tice paullo latius, disco in longum fossulatum, lateribus
prominulis, antice transverse canaliculatis. Oculi mag-.
ni, ovales. Ocelli inconspicui. Mandibule satis magna,
basi late, apice bidentate ; spatula basali elongata,
exarticulata, subter capite retro producta, striata, striis
in dentibus fere 11 acutis latere interno productis ;
cujus ad basin lobo angusto, elongato, rigido, exarticu-
lato, proximo sed diviso, latere interno aftixo, hoc
dentibus 7 instructo; his et illis duplici serie simul
oblique distinguendis.  Clypeus marginis medio in
angulum deflexum productus. Mentum profunde situm,
basin versus processu frondiformi utrinque usque ad
apicem producto. Labiumn elongatulum, tenue, palpis
gracillimis. Maxille biarticulate, articulis elongatis,

s m-png'r%s, qui serra secat.
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basali tumido, apicali tenui. Antenne capite fere duplo
longiores, 12-articulate ; seapo magno subovali, articulo
2do oblongo, sinuoso; 38tio brevi, transverso; 4to in
spinam acutam externe producto; 5to minimo; 6to eb
7mo angustis, parvis; 8vo maximo, cyathiformi, setis
densisrecumbentibus antice productis vestito ; 9no—11mo
preecedenti similibus sed minoribus, coequalibus ; extimo
setis obtecto, conico. 1horax capitis latitudine, dimidio
longior ; pronoto scudiformi, angulis anticis rotundatis ;
mesonoto subquadrato, metanoto angustiore, postice
robundato. Al@ antice late, postice bast usque marginis
mediam oblique truncatewe, deinde usque apicem ciliate,
disco glabro; costa abbreviata, vena postcostali in-
spissata, a margine late divergente, parum arcuata,
longitudinis ale ante mediam in clavam elongatam
actminatam recte producta, antice margini propingue
tenuissime prolongata ; vena deflera cubitalis deest : ale
postice subacuminate, postice basi emarginate, margine
fimbriate ; costa cum vena posteostali coalitis arcuatis,
basi validis ; heec marginis medio setis brevibus tribus
deflexis apice instructa. Pedes, tarsis omnibus 5-articu-
latis, pulvillis valde productis; antici parvi, coxis sub-
ovalibus, femoribus superne arcuatis, subtus rectis;
tibiis brevibus, enrvatis, apice dilatatis, spinosis; tarsis
longioribus, articulis subaequalibus, unguibus majusculis,
tenuibus ; intermedii longi, tenui, coxis transverse dila-
tatis; femoribus brevibus, parum inflatis, basi con-
strictis ; tibiis elongatis, subrectis, basi tenuioribus,
apice angulo interno in spinam tenuem producto ; tarsis
elongatulis, articulo basali paulo longiore, unguibus
parvis, gracilibus; postiei coxis magnis, femoribus
brevibus, basi valde dilatatis ; tibiis robustis, brevioribus,
basi tenuibus, apice recte truncatis, angulo interno
uncinnatis ; tarsis valde elongatis, articulo basali eur-
vato, longiore, reliquis subsqualibus, unguibus majus-
culis, interne dilatatis. Abdomen ovale, thorace brevius ;
oviductu gracillimo, flexili, abdomine duplo longiore,
vaginis tenuissimis sepe in spiram flexis.

Lupristina masoni, 1. s.

Mas testaceus, antennis pallide flavis, pronoti disco
vitta ovali eircumsignato, abdomine albido. Femina
capite (basi excepto) pedibusque pallide flavis ; antennis
articulis 4or basalibus (nonnullis 5toque) flavis, reliquis
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cerulesecentibus ; capitis basi thoraceque viridibus ; alis
hyalinis, glabris, costa basi picea, vena postcostali lutea ;
abdomine nitido, piceo, basi plus minusve testaceo. Long.
corp.—mas, 1i mm.; feemina, 1% mm. Exp. alar.
21 mm.

Hab. In grossis Ficus Indice e germinibus Maize
Idus exeuntes horto botanico Caleuttee. Dom. J. Wood-
Mason cum ficubus ipsis amicissime communicavit.

In Mus. Hopeiano Oxoniw, et nostro.

Note.—The measurements in the males of this and
the two following species are exclusive of the retractile
abdominal segments after the 4th. The relative length
of the ovipositor in the females is computed from the
apex of the abdomen, exclusive of its subjacent and
more or less internally concealed hasal portion.

I have also recently received from New South Wales
both sexes of another vemarkable species alhed to
Blastophuga, the ovipositor, however, being as long as the
abdomen, and the mandibles of the female, together
with their serrate appendages, being furnished with
about thirty sharp teeth, forming one continuous saw
from end to end, thus constituting a most effective im-
plement, whose structure may favourably compare with
any in use at the present day; the falcate mandible
representing the ordinary curvate handle, and the four
following teeth appertaining to the broad base of the
saw, the residue (twenty-six) being on the inner margin of
the transverse strie of the appendage. (Plate II., fig. 25).

The antennz of the female are also peculiar. The
scape 1s distended and suboval ; the 2nd joint short and
as broad as long, the 8rd joint forming the usual spinose
projection, though short and subtrigonate; the 4th is
longer than broad, but small; the two following joints
are compressed and longitudinally striated, equal in
size, with the sides parallel, and truncate at the base
and apex ; the Tth and 8th are shorter and somewhat
cyathiform ; the last three (9th to 11th) forming an
elongate fusiform clava.

The head is very large, much compressed, twice aslong
as broad, the sides parallel and rounded at the base,
with a very short terminal horn. The thorax is about
the same length as the head ; the prothorax narrow in
front and subtrigonate, the apex being attached below
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the base of the former, which is frequently deflected at
right angles therewith ; the mesothorax and metathorax
are gibbous and as wide as the head. The fore wings
have the cubital vein projected almost at a right angle on
the dise, having a wedge-shaped elava pointing towards
the outer margin, the dise being clothed with short
recumbent sete, and the margin fimbriated around.
The hind wings have the costa and post-costal vein
robust at the base and strongly arcuate, with a shght
prolongation to a eentral marginal tubercle bearing two
or three hooklets, the margin being fimbriated all
round. The anterior and posterior legs ave shorter than
the intermediate pair, which are slender and elongate ;
the femora and ftibie of the former are curvate, and
those of the latter more robust, all the tarsi being elon-
gate. The ovipositor is slender and curvate, slightly
exceeding the length of the abdomen.

The apterous male has a small rotundate fuscous head,
contrasting with the thorax, abdomen, and legs, which
are fleshy white. It hasseven-jointed antenne projecting
in front, and turned laterally after the 3rd joint. The
basal joint is small and oblong, the 2nd large and sub-
ovate, the 8rd as long as the three following, which
are small and compact, and the terminal joint is tumid
and subglobose. (Plate 11., fig. 20).

The foregoing characters will readily serve to discrimi-
nate this new genus and species, for which I propose the
name of Pleistodontes imperialis, in allusion to the multi-
serrate mandibular appendages of the female.

PrE1stoboNtTES, n.g.

Mas apterus. Corpus angustum, elongatum, molle.
Caput parvam, subsphearicum, antice truncatum. Oculi
parvi, rotundi. Clypeus pone antennas in longum
canaliculatus, spina intermedia clongata, aeuta, basi
antice porrecta. (Tab. II., fig. 21). Mandibule parve,
subfaleate, apice bidentata ; processibus duobus brevi-
bus, apice transverse dilatatis, conjunetis, inter mandi-
bulas porrectis. (Tab. II., fig. 22). Antenne elongatee,
glabree, 7-articulate ; articulo 1mo parvo, oblongo, apice
latiore ; 2do magno, basi rotundato, apice truncato,
longitudine latitudinem dimidio excedente; 3tio elon-
gato, curvato, tribus sequentibus semel longiore; his
brevibus, fransversis, arcte conjunctis; extimo (7mo)
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tumido, magno, apice setis brevibus instructo. Thorax
capite dimidio longior, antice capitis latitudine ; pronoto
elongato, postice vix latiore, truncato, lateribus rectis;
mesonoto brevi, transverso; metanoto longiore, postice
rotundato.  Pedes antici robusti, coxis subquadratis,
angulis rotundatis; femoribus basi valde dilatatis, apice
sensim angustioribus ; tibiis brevibus, curvatis, 5-articu-
latis, articulis compressis; unguibus validis. Pedes
intermedii graciliores, coxis parvis, transversis; femori-
bus oblongis ; tibiis elongatis, basi angustis, apice sensim
sed parum dilatatis, inermibus ; tarsis elongatis, 5-articu-
latis, articulis cowmqualibus ; unguibus elongatis, parum
ineurvis; pedes postici, coxis magnis, subrotundis ;
femoribus ovatis ; tibiis brevibus, basi constrictis, apice
latis, truncatis, angulo interno Dbiuncinnatis; tarsis
robustioribus, 5-articulatis; unguibus validis, pulvillis
dilatatis.  Abdomen elongatum, segmentis basalibus
paullo inflatis, reliquis sensim angustioribus, infra
recurvis.

Femine alata.  Caput maximum, elongatum, com-
pressum, lateribus subparallelis, postice rotundatum,
angulis anticis prominulis, disco in longum canali-
culato.  Oculi ovales, prominuli, basi propinque siti.
Mandibulee majuscule, hasi subquadrate, transverse
striatee, apice falcate, acute, latere interno basi -
serrate, appendice basali longissima, multiserrata, trans-
verse striata, dentibus fere 26 margine interno instructa.
Ocelli invisi. Antenne 1l-articulate, clavate, capite
paullo longiores, prope marginem anticum fossule in-
serte ; scapo elongato, subovali, basi apiceque attenuato ;
articulo 2do hrevi, lateribus rotundatis, 8tio in spinam
subtrigonam externe producto; 4to parvo, elongato;
reliquis majoribus, in longun rugose striatis ; 5to et Gto
compressis, lateribus subparallelis, basi apiceque trun-
catis; Tmo et 8vo brevioribus, sensim latioribus ; ultimis
tribus (scilicet 9no—11mo) clavam fusiformem constitu-
entibus. Thorer clongatus, capitis latitudine, lateribus
subrectis ; pronoto parvo, antice truncato, angulis pos-
tice productis; mesonoto brevi, transverso; metanoto
longiori, postice rotundato. le antice late, vena post-
costali basi cum costa coalita, postea in disco arcuata,
apice ad marginem conjuncta ; vena cubitali in rectan-
gulum breviter deflexa, apice clava subtrigona acuta
latere externo producta : postice anguste, elongate, basi
constrictee, vena postcostali, cum costa breviter coalita,
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valida, arenata, apice, marginis mediam versus,
setis dnabus tribusve brevibus, in angulum deflexis, in-
structa ; alamm ambarum disco sctis hrevibus sparsim
induto, marginibus gracillime fimbriatis. Pedes tarsis
omnibus 5-articulatis ; antici, coxis parvis, subquadratis ;
femoribus hrevibus inflatis ; tibiis clongatis, robustis,
basi apiceque constrietis, incrmibus; tarsis ungui-
husque parvis ; pedes interwedii longi, coxis parvis, trans-
versis ; femoribus parnm inflatis ; tibiis, tarsisque, clon-
gatbis, gracillimis, unguibus subrectis: pedes postici hreves,
coxis subquadratis ; femoribus robustis apice constrictis ;
tibiis Dbrevissimis, subtrigonis, apice latis, truncatis,
spina acuta elongata angulo interno armatis; tarsis
rohustioribus, artienlo basali longiore, curvato; ungui-
bus parvis, pulvillis dilatatis.  Abdomen elongatum, basi
thoracis latitudine, apice sensim attenuatum ; oviduetu
gracili, curvato, abdominis fere longitudine.

Pleistodontes imperialis, n. 8.

Mas capite saturate fusco; antennis, thorace, pedi-
busque pallide stramineis ; abdomine albido.  Fewnina
omnino nigra, alis cineriis. Long. corp.—mas, 13 mm. ;
feemina, 15 mm.  Exp. alar. 3 mm.

Iab. Australasic, Iicus macrophylle grossis, Ficus
Australis gquoque; ab his mensc Junio, illisve mense
Iebruario, emergentes.  Mares cum feeminis copula
conjunctos in ficus pulpa liberos bis inveni.

In Mus. Hopeiano Oxoniw, et nostro.

The species of Ficus from which these germ-feeders
were obtained is deseribed as having a long dark shining
leaf, like that of the lanrel, commonly known locally as
the Moreton Bay fig-tree, growing wild in the mountainous
regions, but infroduced as air ornamental free in gardens
at Sydney. The insects were ready to cmerge early in
IPebruary, when, on opening some of these figs, many of
their immates flew out.  Numerons specimens of a black
gpecies of fdarnes (all females) with a tubiform pro-
longation of the abdomen, allied to I. traunsiens, Wlk.,
were also found therewith, togethicy with other parasitic
raees.

Those appertaining to this category, which were
obtained from the figs of Ifcus Indica, will be deseribed
by Professor Westwood in treating of Walker’s types of
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like origin. Some of the apterous specics arc furnished
with rudimentary alavy appendages, consisting of a long
filamentary multiarticulate process emanating from the
mesonotum on either side, and coiling about among the
legs. These, as well as a large-headed species having
rudimentary wings of a different character, were in some
few instances extracted from closed pericarps, distended,
in the latter case, to larger dimensions, where they were
doubtless parasitic on the original occupants of these
abodes ; the co-existence of a well-defined germ-feeding
community having now been detected, which must have
already quitted the figs of the same species of Ficus
from which Walker’s specimens were obtained. Hence
it follows that whensoever the primary inmates of these
seed-vessels have been duly determined by structural
affinities, all divergent races found in those rccesses
must be regarded, prind fucie, unless otherwise authenti-
eated, as hostile intruders which have only obtained such
a habitaculum for their offspring when rendered avail-
able by the ageney of their vietims, in whose bodies
oviposition has been cffected while yet immature and
incarcerated within.  Casual visitants, which deposit
their ova in the pulp after the phytophagous brood has
effected its exit, are readily recognisable by their larval
progeny, as in the case of the aforesaid obese grubs, the
larvae of Oscinis, and others.

It may here he observed that the heterogencous associa-
tion of predaceous and non-predaceous races among
Walker’s so-called Agaonide involves a palpable para-
dox, their severance being enjoined by due regard to
their respective habits. 'Thus his fig species of Idarnes,
no lesg than his supposed * neuters ?” of Sycobia, and
even his type of the latter,—a winged male, as Professor
Westwood hag lately determined,—now found conco-
mitant with the germ-feeding brood of Iupristina, can
have no tribal affinity with Agaon, whose natural alliance
with Blastoplaga was first pointed out by the latter,
many years back, in our ¢ I'vansactions ’ (vol. ii., p. 223),
the serrate mandibular appendages in both amply testify-
ing to this effect. It would thus seem befitting to dis-
integrate this phytophagous group as a distinct sub-
family of fiy-insects proper, excluding therefrom all pre-
sumably parasitic types; the former being defined as
Sycophagides, comprising two sectional divisions—the
Prionastomate and the A ploastonata—tounded upon their
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respective mouth-parts; and the latter as Sycocolacides,
unless appertaining to other sectional groups.

But this primary severance of the respective races
would obviously seem to point to the incongruous posi-
tion occupied of late by the Sycoplhagides among the
entomophagous Chaleidide, and, as a necessary corollary,
to prescribe their transfer to a more congenial sphere,
by restoring them, as heretofore, to the vegetable-feeding
Cynipide, where their alliance is more naturally indi-
cated. Exceptional instances have indeed been cited of
the latter being abnormally addicted to parasitism ; while,
on the other hand, some of the Eurytomides are alleged
to diverge from the well-known zoophagous propensities
of their race, and to be not only plant-feeders, bhut also
gall-producers, though many distinguished writers have
hesitated to accept such an anomalous conclusion, which
othiers have confidently expounded as the vesult of dili-
gent investigation ; but, be this as it may, the charac-
teristic habits of these germ-devouring fig-insects—for
whom all need of gall-protection is superseded by the
nature of their domicile—assimilate them to cognate
phytophagous communities, in accordance with the posi-
tlon previously assigned them, while militating against
any confraternity with a hostile race having no kindred
bonds of fellowship to constitute a family alliance there-
with.

The economy of 4gaon, whose structural characters had
long proved so embarrassing, was utterly unknown when
Latreille, at a venture, placed this genus next to Hurytoma
in Cuvier's ¢ Animal Kingdom ’; while its near allies, the
Blastophage, ave simultaneously adverted to, as a species
employed in caprification, under the heading of Cynips,
Linn.; and it would seem difficult to comprehend the
rejection of their acquired title as such, when other far
more aberrant instances present themselves of actual
parasitism exceptionally witnessed among non-gallicolists
(such as some species of Figites, Allotria, &ec.) which are
nevertheless tolerated in the same ranks with the Cyni-
pide as co-heirs to their titular domain.

It appears, however, to have been assumed a priori as
an axiom—when little was known upon the subject
beyond the revelations of certain writers more or less
antiquated—that all these fig-denizens were fruit-feeders ;
but subsequently, when other species were found com-
mingled therewith—such as those brought from Madras

















































